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problems arising from the present situation are results
of the interaction of these two forces. In the village
under our examination, for instance, the financial issues
can only be understood by taking into consideration
the decline of the price of silk due to the world in-
dustrial development on the one hand, and on the other,
the importance of domestic industry in the family
budget based on the traditional system of land tenure.
Underestimation of either aspect will distort the real
situation. Moreover, the product of the interaction of
these two forces, as we shall see in the later description,
cannot be a reproduction of the West or a restoration
of the past. The result will depend on how the people
solve their own problems. A correct understanding
of the existing situation based on empirical facts will
assist in directing the change towards a desired end.
Herein lies the function of social science.
Culture is a set of material equipment and a body of
knowledge. It is man who uses the equipment and
the knowledge in order to live. Culture is changed by
men for definite purposes. When a man throws away
a tool to acquire a new one, he does so, because he
believes that the new tool suits his purpose better.
Therefore in any process of change, there is an in-
tegration of his past experience, his understanding of
the present situation and his expectation of the future
consequences. Past experiences are not always a real
picture of past events because they have been trans-
formed through the selective process of memory. The
present situation is not always accurately comprehended
because it attracts attention only in so far as interest
directs. The future consequences do not always come
up to expectations because they are the products of
many other forces besides wishes and efforts. So the

